
To: 
From: 
Sent: 
Subject: 

"' 

'Suplee, Mike'[msuplee@mt.gov] 
Laidlaw, Tina 
Mon 7/22/2013 5:38:57 PM 
RE: Powerpoint slide, etc. 

From: Suplee, Mike [mailto:msuplee@mt.gov] 
Sent: Monday, July 22, 2013 9:46 AM 
To: Laidlaw, Tina 
Subject: Powerpoint slide, etc. 

Hi Tina; 

I got your phone message and would be happy to meet this week to discuss the concepts I am 
working on for streamlined site specific NNCs. 

Also, in Great Falls at the engineers conference you had a slide showing the status of the national 
scene for NNC adoption ... could I borrow that for the talk I am giving to the BER this Friday? 

Thanks, Mike 
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• Nutrient Effects on the Environlllent 
• Scope of National N and P Pollution Issue 
• EPA's Nutrient Activities 
• Montana's Nutrient Approach Colllpared to 

other States 

0016223



• Elevated nutrients in 
streallls and lakes can 
result in: 
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l 
EPA: 

National Research Council: 

USGS 

Many published articles, State and university reports 
State EPA Nutrient Innovations Task Group (NITG) Call 
to Action Report 
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Eutrophic and Hypoxic Areas 
Areas of Concern 

Documented Hypoxic Areas 

Systems in Recovery 

Source: Science/World Resources Institute. 0016228



Nutrient Loading to the Gulf of Mexico 

Total Nitrogen Total Phosphorus 

Courtesy of USGS 0016229
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NRSA Survey Results: 
Total Nitrogen Concentrations 
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Macroinvertebrate MMI Total Phosphorus Total Nitrogen 
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Nitrate in Ground Water - HQs slide? 
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have increased in 
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• use since 1950 
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14,000 Nutrient-related llllpairlllent Listings in 
49 States ... an underestilllate 

• One third of U.S. estuaries 
are eutrophic 
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Waters Threatened/llllpaired by Nutrient Pollution: 

>8,ooo river llliles 
>300,000 lake acres 
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• Municipal Wastewater Treat1nent 

• At1nospheric Nitrogen Deposition 
• Urban Stor1nwater 

• Agricultural Livestock 

• Agricultural Row Crops 
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• Serious problem that is getting worse 

• Growing population 

• To protect public health and the environment, need to act 
now to reduce N and P loadings -- while states continue to 
develop numeric nutrient criteria and standards 
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• Results, results, results: build fro1n existing 
state work but accelerate progress and 
de1nonstrate clear results 

• Encourage a collaborative approach between 
federal partners, states, and stakeholders 

• States need flexibility to achieve near-ter1n 
reductions in N and P pollution while they 1nake 
progress on their long ter1n strategies 
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• Training to assist per1nit 
writers in developing WQBELs for nutrients 

• Develop1nent of "guiding principles" for 
consideration when using response variables 
with nu1neric nutrient criteria 

• National coordination with NRCS on the 
National Water Quality Initiative 
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Consists of a geospatial viewer, introductory website, and 
data download tables, available at: 

Generally contains "Pre-assembled" data that is publicly 
available elsewhere 

Supports states as they consider 
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• MDEQ's proposed criteria are scientifically 
defensible and protective of the designated uses 

• Variances to the WQS are a key aspect of MT 
progralll for nutrients 

• MDEQ's trading policy 
offers additional flexibility 
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• Montana's nutrient criteria efforts focus on wadeable 
streams and large rivers vs. lakes 

• MT's nutrient rules include nitrogen criteria 
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d:>c1J:rrlents to assist: states and 
authorized tribes 
criteria ror both N 

nutrient 
Ul!UUUIC!II sl:atus is reed,d to detemmle how N 

in 

and P concentrations affect the syste lX6. 
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• Identifying flexible approaches to i1nple1nenting 
nutrient criteria is central to MDEQ's approach 

• Use of variances for categories of dischargers 
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• Addressing nutrient pollution is a priority for 
EPA both nationally and regionally. 

• EPA is co1n1nitted to working with MDEQ to 
finalize adoption of their nu1neric nutrient 
criteria. 

• For additional infor1nation: 

Photo Credit: Peter lsmert 
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